APPENDIX III.
SUBSTANCES IN COMMON USE IN THE LABORATORY,
Asbestus is a white fibrous variety of the mineral hornblende, which consists of calcium3 magnesium and iron (ferrous) silicates.
Fehling's Solution is prepared by dissolving copper sulphate and Rochelle salt m water and then adding caustic soda to render the solution alkaline.
Litmus is a blue colouring matter which occurs in certain lichens such as Rocella and Vanolaria. The colour is changed to red by acids, but is restored by alkalies.
Microcosmic Salt is sodium ammonium hydrogen phosphate, ISTaNH4HP04. It is a colourless salt prepared by the action of ammonium chloride on common sodium phosphate.
Nessler's Eeagent isprepaied by adding potassium iodide solution to mercuric chloride till the precipitate of mercuric iodide first formed just dissolves in excess of the potassium iodide (forming the soluble compound HgI2' 2 KJ), and then rendering the solution alkaline by the addition of caustic potash.
Turmeric is the root of a plant found in the East Indies. It contains a yellow colouring matter which is turned brown by acids.
APPENDIX  IV.
COMMON POISONS AND THEIR ANTIDOTES.
IN choosing an antidote for a poison, the object is generally to find some substance which will form an insoluble compound with the poison and so prevent its absorption into the system. For example, in case of lead
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